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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 11019 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, PFOR, COMECON, EC, UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH VIEWS ON EC-COMECON CONTACTS 

REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 5170; (B) LUXEMBOURG 667; 

(C) EC BRUSSELS 5371 

1. OFFICIALS OF THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION DEPARTMENT OF 
THE FCO HAVE DESCRIBED TO US THE CAUTIOUS AND AMBIVALENT 
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COMMUNITY AND COMECON. 

2. ON THE ONE HAND, THE UK WELCOMES THE FADEYEV 
INITIATIVE AS A SIGN THATTHE SOVIET UNION IS BEGINNING 
TO RECOGNIZE THE EC AS A REALITY, AND BELIEVES THAT 
EC-COMECON CONTACTS COULD BE A WAY OF PROMOTING CLOSER 
RELATIONS BETWEEN EASTERN AND WESTERN EUROPE. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE UK DOES NOT WANT AN EC-COMECON DIALOGUE 
TO PREVENT THE SOVIET UNION'S EAST EUROPEAN ALLIES FROM 
ESTABLISHING RELATIONS WITH THE EC ON AN INDIVIDUAL 
BASIS. OUR CONTACTS TOLD US THAT THE ROMANIANS HAVE 
MADE IT CLEAR TO THE UK THAT THEY AGREED TO THE FADEYEV 
INITIATIVE ONLY ON THE CONDITION THAT THEY WOULD BE FREE 
TO PURSUE THEIR OWN CONTACTS WITH THE COMMUNITY. THE 
BRITISH BELIEVE THAT THE OTHER EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
ARE TAKING A SIMILAR LINE. 

3. THE BRITISH ARE SATISFIED WITH THE CAUTIOUS RESPONSE 
THAT WAS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCII ON SEPTEMBER 20 (REF C). 

IN THE DISCUSSIONS LEADING UP TO THE COUNCIL DECISION, 

OUR SOURCES SAID, THE GERMANS PRESSED HARDEST FOR A 
FORTHCOMING RESPONSE TO COMECON, WHEREAS THE BRITISH AND 
THE FRENCH WERE THE STRONGEST ADVOCATES OF CAUTION. 

ANNENBERG 
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